
PASE Committee Meeting Minutes
September 9, 2013
Members Present:
Kelly Basso, Julie Berner, Bobbie Blackford, Jodi Blanchard, Traci Bowerman, Susie Carl, April Hirsch, Leischen Hunsicker, Ben Judd, Sue Kirchgessner, Karen Kleinheksel, Gayle Knibbe, Jodie Koster, Marisa Krishef, Sarah Kugler, Sue Mulder, Samantha Reed, Tracey St. Pierre, Debra Taylor, Juli Wiseman, Amy Wooden

Guests:
Kristen Cove, Brooke Fermin, Kassie Franklin, Shelley Jepson, Paulette Longwell, Sharon O’Donnoghue, Jim Polasek, Deborah Pryor-Bayard, Angela Thornburgh, Jann VanAirsdale, Suzanne Wilcox, Kathy Wisniewski

Excused:
Janice Barbee, Tammi Dent, Kim Montague

I.  
Welcome and Introductions 
Attendees introduced themselves.  Announcements: Fun Fest is in a few weeks.  National Charity League GR has a Fall Kickoff on 9/10 – they are a Mother/Daughter Service Organization.  Indian Trails Camp announced that they have respite at various times.  They take most ages and have mini grants.

II.
Motion to Approve the Minutes from May 13, 2013 

The motion to approve the May 13, 2013 minutes was made by Debra Taylor and a second by Sue Mulder.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

III.
Superintendents’ Advisory Committee Update – Michael Ghareeb


Most schools not meeting requirements for diploma in special education sub group.  Something needs to be done legislatively.  What other things are out there besides “diplomas”?  Much discussion on Personal Curriculum.

 IV. 
Director’s Report
· CIMS Update – Doing exceedingly well.  Fewer corrective action plans.  Down significantly in compliance process.
· Common Core State Standards – Much discussion about this.  MI has adopted it but legislation is “still in discussion.”  Most districts will move forward with it.  Alternatives also will be made available.  Much has been talked about, not much done.  MI will pretty much move forward.
· District Report Cards, AYP, Top-to-Bottom Rankings – The “red” areas were affected.
· Testing Standards for Students with Disabilities – 2% Testing Regulation…2% can take a modified version.  Looking at eliminating this completely.  This would mean that all would have to test the same (3-8 grade).  Reason=High Accountability
· Review calendar and professional development for the 2013-2014 school year – a handout was provided at meeting.


V.
PASE Representatives Sharing Information with Districts 


Members should work with SE Directors or contacts.  Our purpose is to share info with other parents.  Varies per district.

VI.
Special Education Mediation – Dispute Resolution Center, Gloria Anderson


They cover seven counties – low cost or free including Kent County.  
· Mediations with special education students, etc.

· Disciplinary actions, etc.

· Handed out info packet with problem solving options

· Much training involved for mediators. Must remain totally neutral between school and parents.

· Mediation facilitators are available to parents in an IEP Meeting to help parents who are overwhelmed.


VII.
Personal Curriculum Update 
· Allowed by law to add additional classes, remove classes or alter Algebra II requirements.  Developed originally for gen ed students.  An information packet with detailed information was distributed.
· Moving into Common Core – students must show mastery of the concepts

· PC Modification Process – must be requested and developed by a team, consistent with their EDP and be signed by superintendent and parent.

· Within our county is there over of under usage of PC?  Varies per district.  Who is bringing the option? Parents vs. teachers? Usually the counselors.

· How much are they coming into play?  Huge.

     
VIII.
Public Comment and Closing 
· Next meeting is October 14, 2013
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