Kent CAN Minutes
September 25, 2013
1:00-3:00

Rogue Room

Roles and Responsibilities

Facilitator – Jennifer Murchison
Note Taker –Joan Meyer
Transition Coordinator – Rebecca McIntyre
Website Coordinator – Lori Matthews
Kent CAN Coordinator – Jennifer Murchison

Community Partners/Coach Coordinator – Pat Sinen
Assessment Tool Coordinator – Christie Nutkins 

Our Mission - To build a comprehensive model for identification, training, shared resources, and effective practices which promotes collaboration and consistency between families, educators, and community partners in support of our students with ASD.

Our Philosophy Supports:

· Multi-disciplinary collaboration.

· Services that are individualized and utilize evidence-based interventions and strategies.

· Intervention driven by the student’s present level and on-going assessment.

· Use of positive behavior support and proactive approaches to address challenging behaviors.

· Inclusion of families and community partners as critical team members.

· Continuous improvement of programs and services based on current data.

· Focusing on opportunities in integrated environments.

Calendar

	Kent CAN Meeting Dates

*All meetings are held from 1:00-3:00 PM unless otherwise noted with optional  lunch available prior to Committee and EPLI meetings, snack provided during Community Partners meetings
** E-mail future agenda items to Jennifer Murchison (murchisonj@grps.k12.mi.us) 

Kent CAN Meetings for 2012-13 School Year (Please note that meeting type may vary)        
October 23, 2013         ESC Rogue Room - School                   Lending Library
December 4, 2013       ESC Rogue Room - School                   Peer to Peer                        
January 29, 2014          ESC Rogue Room – School/Agency   Transition

February 26, 2014         ESC Rogue Room – School/Agency   Evaluation Guidelines
March 26, 2014             ESC Rogue Room – School                  Brochure/Website 
May 28, 2014                 ESC Rogue Room – School                  Evidence Based Practices
Additional START Trainings and Conferences: 

Additional information can be found at: http://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/ 
                  


Follow Up Items

	Activity
	Who
	Completed?

	Introduction of Members – 26 in attendance
	Michael Ghareeb
	yes



New Items

	Activity
	Follow-Up Needed
	Who
	Timeline

	Kent CAN Introduction

· What is Kent CAN?

· What are our goals? – The goals center around our philosophy. Using Evidence-Based Practices, using PBS, making sure people are working toward continuous improvement. We try to identify what needs services and then we try to provide them. Yearly meeting topics were presented on the schedule above. Grant process is every year. Writing goals, coming from specific areas and plug in the guidelines for the goals. Working on transition series this year. 
· What do we want to accomplish this year? Subcommittee group signups will be today. We are offering a training entitled “Effective Supports for Students with ASD in General Environments” by Kelly Dunlap on December 3rd. Enrollment flyer is attached. This is a great training for general education teachers with ASD students in their classrooms. Secondary transition is a focus and a mail goal. Two districts, Grandville and Caledonia will be participating in the Discovery Process led by Rebecca McIntyre and they will be tracking four students and working with them in transition. Final goal is newer area – START brought in, peer-to-peer support program. Maintaining a log in the county to see how it is working.
Membership and Information Dissemination Plan. START wants a small group to come together to spread to all. One person from the different districts will serve on the Kent CAN Committee and they must have a plan for disseminating this information to the rest of staff in their districts. Committee members need to fill out a Plan for Information Dissemination and Subcommittee Selection form at today’s meeting. Anyone not in attendance must sign the attached form and return to Jennifer Murchison (murchisonj@grps.org )BEFORE THE October 23rd meeting. We MUST make sure each school district and building is covered with a way to get information from this committee. Realistically everyone needs to have access to the information disseminated from this committee.
Meeting Structure Review – two hour meetings, updates and review for a quarter, subcommittee workgroups for 45 minutes, show and share for committee members will continue and each month there will be a subtopic share of 30 minutes (see list above for topics).
Subcommittee Review – five different subcommittees doing work and projects and each committee member must serve on one of these. Each will be assigned to a subcommittee determined on the need though every effort will be made to accommodate committee members’ first choice. 
Brochure and Website - Mike Ghareeb. We will make sure all information is up to date and posted on the website so there is easy access to committee members. Committee members to send information to Mike for review and posting. 
Evaluation Guidelines Recommendations – Christie Nutkins – update the system for the introduction of DSM-5. After people work with it to see if there is anything we need to update. Part of this plan is to review new assessment instruments as they become available, and purchase if necessary.

Peer-to-peer Support – Pat Sinen. Checking to see what is happening in the districts and report back to committee and START about successful programs. Presentation on December 4th on what we find out. 
Leadership Day on November 4th with the START Conference– Lansing Lexington (Crown Plaza) with a topic of Peer-to-Peer.  We already know the benefits for special needs students but looking for benefits for general education students involved in the Peer-to-Peer program. Handout will be available to take with them. Saginaw Public was one of many school districts with disproportionality. Fifteen of those students from the high school linked to ASD student. Followed and tracked these students, showed improvement in general education students. Students to present at that day.
Evidence-Based Practices – Jennifer Murchison

Will continue projects and present to committee. 
Transition – Rebecca McIntyre

Implementing Discovery Process in Caledonia and Grandville, four students (two from each)targeted and giving them very specific training and “tools”.
Presentation:

PODD Overview (Pragmatic Organization Dynamic Display). A good program coming to the forefront recently in Kent County. Tool is available as well as training on the tool. Because this is on paper and not an iPad – it is sometimes hard to get people interested. Comes out of Australia. It is a system that does not require training but training is recommended to make the tool more powerful. Aim of PODD is to be continuous communication. It is a complex system but easy to use. Can create a book for an individual student – customizable even though it is paper. It encourages verbal communication through modeling by the communication person – it should be interactive. Many people in the districts have been using this resource very successfully. Rebecca Ryan showed a video of her working with the system and a nonverbal student. Kent ISD has the capabilities to both print and bind these books which can be created with Boardmaker and PODD Software (208000 booking number). Both of these are available through our REMC Lending Library. 
START RCN Update

Slides presented with numbers of students with ASD from 2012. This can be accessed on their website. Mike requested that this be emailed to us so that we can post this information on our website. Collaborative opportunities will be presented at the MAASE Conference. Schools are moving into decision for students receiving outside services as compared to educational ones. Kelly will present at October meeting on this topic. There is an issue with requests for outside people to come and do in-school evaluations. This is a very important issue which will be dealt with at the October 23rd meeting. Meanwhile, districts are encouraged to make sure there have visitation policies in place to prevent this from happening unawares. There are legality issues involved when outside people come into the school setting and Sharon LaPointe (LaPointe & Butler) has been involved with Kelly dealing with this complex and extremely important issue. A child’s IEP should never be changed for a push in or pull out program. Doing so would affect FAPE and a partial day will never meet FAPE. If the parent insists, it would go either a truancy issue or the parent must take consider home schooling.  Because of the complexity of this issue, it will be addressed at the October meeting.
Door Prize Drawings

It was determined that we will give three door prizes each month. They will be $100, $50 and $25 gift certificates. The recipients will have a form to fill out to make sure the materials purchased are evidence-based practices and must be approved by Mike Ghareeb before purchase by Joan Meyer.

The winners this month were:

$100 – Jen Amorose
$50 – Christie Nutkins

$25 – Stephanie Diepstra

Congratulations!

“Show and Share”
Let’s get interactive!
· Wonderful Websites

· Marvelous Materials

· Resource Review

· Agency/Community Awareness
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