Kent CAN Minutes
March 25, 2015
1:00-3:00

Coldwater Room

Roles and Responsibilities

Facilitator – Jennifer Murchison
Note Taker –Joan Meyer
Transition Coordinator – Rebecca McIntyre
Website Coordinator – Lori Matthews
Kent CAN Coordinator – Jennifer Murchison

Community Partners – Pat Sinen
Assessment Tool Coordinator – Amy Bufka
Peer to Peer and Trainer/Coaches – Scott Bont and Sarah Hammer

Our Mission - To build a comprehensive model for identification, training, shared resources, and effective practices which promotes collaboration and consistency between families, educators, and community partners in support of our students with ASD.

Our Philosophy Supports:

· Multi-disciplinary collaboration.

· Services that are individualized and utilize evidence-based interventions and strategies.

· Intervention driven by the student’s present level and on-going assessment.

· Use of positive behavior support and proactive approaches to address challenging behaviors.

· Inclusion of families and community partners as critical team members.

· Continuous improvement of programs and services based on current data.

· Focusing on opportunities in integrated environments.

Calendar

	Kent CAN Meeting Dates

*All meetings are held from 1:00-3:00 PM unless otherwise noted with optional  lunch available prior to Committee and EPLI meetings, snack provided during Community Partners meetings
** E-mail future agenda items to Jennifer Murchison (murchisonj@grps.k12.mi.us) 

Kent CAN Meetings for 2014-15 School Year (Please note that meeting type may vary)                        
May 28, 2014                 ESC Coldwater Room – School           Evidence Based Practices &  

                                                                                                        Transition Projects

	Additional START Trainings and Conferences:

April 27, 2015                  START Conference @ Crowne Plaza in Lansing, MI w/ Dr. Mark Durand

                                “An Optimistic Approach to Helping Students with Challenging Behaviors.”
April 28, 2015                  START Spring RCN Meeting @ Crowne Plaza in Lansing, MI 
Additional information can be found at: http://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/  


Follow Up Items

	Activity
	Who
	Completed?

	Introduction of Members – 34 members in attendance. May 27th meeting is the last one for the 2014-15 school year and we will be wrapping up goals from this year and planning dates for the 2015-16 school year. Reminded committee members of the START Conference on April 27th and 28th (RCN Meeting). Carol Lippert presented information from the Autism Support of Kent County’s annual walk on Sunday April 26th  at Kuyper College along with a resource fair and silent auction. We will attach a flyer along with the minutes.
Recent Trainings: updates
· Kent ISD Evidence Based Behavioral Principles workshop on March 3rd presented to a full house onsite (96 people) with a total of 236 people when the offsite webinar attendees were included. Participants said it was an awesome training and very informative for all staff not just for ASD (though there was concern that some staff still thought of the principles as only appropriate for students with ASD). The presenter (Kelly Dunlap) is aware of this issue and continues to stress that the principles are for ALL students. Committee members stated they would love to see something similar, specifically to para-educators in the county. The training was videotaped and broken down into four segments available to staff for use at their future trainings. (Some have already used this very successfully). Training was tailored to ABA because of a request from Region 2, and this is just exactly what needed to be presented. There was extremely good feedback in all areas. 
· START trainings – Kelly Dunlap mentioned the session she attended at CEC on March 4th , Improving Access to Equitable Learning Opportunities: Increasing PCs, Graduation Rates and Implementing the New MMC Amendments by Laurie VanderPloeg and Sharon LaPointe and it was excellent!
Grant Project Updates:

· Discovery Process group met this morning with about a dozen participants. The Process is in the final phases, they are going to EGR and doing the Brain Blizzard and then they will get students working on their visual portfolios. 
· Evidence Based Practices – Rockford is moving ahead with the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) – looking at next step after current implementation in snack and circle time. 
START Conference and RCN meeting registration update – 19 people attending on April 27th and 11 on the 28th (RCN) in Lansing.
ASD Conference Committee update. The first Annual ASD Conference will be held on November 11, 2015 all day. They had the first committee meeting today before the Ken CAN Meeting and all future committee meetings will be held from 12:00 noon until 1:00 on Kent CAN Meeting dates. There will be a keynote speaker followed by breakout sessions. Topics to address are: Peer-to-Peer, Visual Supports, Differentiated Instruction, Video Modeling, PECS, 5 Tips for Gen Ed Teachers (Make-it Take-it), ASD 101, OT Sensory, Conversational Pragmatics, Transition and Lending Library. We are looking to tap into local experts and build capacity within our RCN. If you know of someone in your district running one of these programs successfully, we are looking for presenters. Email suggestions to rebeccamcintyre@kentisd.org. 
Donor Prize Updates: Jill Kreuze (Grandville) purchased an annual membership to the Social Express with her door prize winnings. She is very pleased and Dawn Thorsen (Rockford) is going to get one with her door prize also! ( Nancy Markosky (Sparta) gave her prize to the Home Community teacher and they purchased four books from The Hanen Centre (just got it today and have not had a chance to use it). Stephanie Diepstra (EGR) had two door prizes to combine and she, along with some coupons was able to purchase a superflex deck bundle from Think Social Publishing and Kimochis mixed bag of feelings. All great purchases! 
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New Items

	Activity
	Follow-Up Needed
	Who
	Timeline

	START update – The START Conference coming up on April 27 and 28 and that is their biggest push right now. 


	
	Kelly Dunlap
	

	Kent CAN Lending Library – catalogs for Kent CAN and AT Lending Library were printed and one copy was passed around. An electronic version will be included along with the minutes. GoNow Sleek and iPhome cases for iPad devices were shown. Both are good choices for iPad protection though still don’t fully protect the screen. They also passed around a Snug Vest, new product, $350.00 (small, medium large,) inflatable vest for students. It serves the same purpose as a weighted vest but does not weigh as much and uses pressure which is adjustable. Have to try this – each individual child responds differently. Ron Houtman presented new professional development online (an email explaining this will be forwarded along with the minutes). Kindy and Ron will present different topics in this online format.  CHROME webinar – it is always available - can watch it and then re-watch if necessary. (Separate emailing following with details). Watch for AssisTechKnow October 15 & 16, 2015. It will once again be $20 per day and a national speaker, Chris Bugaj from Virginia will be the keynote speaker and will also do breakout sessions.  Kindy also demonstrated use of the iPad clock timer function to limit student iPad use.  Great way to have the iPad shut down when a student’s time has ended. Very beneficial! 
Kent CAN Leadership Team – looking to have a school psychologist join the leadership team. Some lending library items are assessment tools (such as the ADOS Kit) and in previous years, a psychologist kept us current on who could and could not successfully use some of these assessment tools. We are in need of psychologist once again on the Leadership Team. If you know of one, please email Jennifer murchisonj@grps.org . Kelly reminded everyone that the assessment tools are just one part of the diagnosis. They can be somewhat unreliable depending on the time they are administered. A high percentage of scores differ when given at different times. Test scores (such as the ADOS) should not be looked at in isolation, it needs to be married with other data. 
Presentations:  

· PBIS – Supports for students with ASD. Kent ISD is in partnership with MiBLSi with Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) and there is crossover. It is ABA but made systematic for an entire school building so all students can benefit. The strategy that works for a special needs student can be very beneficial for ALL students in the building(s). Putting supports in place for all students so all their needs can be met. Implement universal prevention that is school-wide.  This is an intensive training which should be done building-wide. It takes many training sessions. It is positive behavior. Always should be what to do and not what not to do. The PowerPoint is attached.  
Case Studies and Brainstorming
· PBIS: Sharing – because of a time crunch, we will address this issue at our May 27th meeting.
Door Prizes: The gift cards of $100 and $50 for committee members has been very successful. This month we had enough door prizes to give everyone in attendance something (time timers, reinforce kits, therapy putts, therapy balls, etc.) Must have been present at time of drawing to win!
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