Kent CAN Minutes
February 25, 2015
1:00-3:00

Coldwater Room

Roles and Responsibilities

Facilitator – Jennifer Murchison
Note Taker –Joan Meyer
Transition Coordinator – Rebecca McIntyre
Website Coordinator – Lori Matthews
Kent CAN Coordinator – Jennifer Murchison

Community Partners – Pat Sinen
Assessment Tool Coordinator – Amy Bufka
Peer to Peer and Trainer/Coaches – Scott Bont and Sarah Hammer

Our Mission - To build a comprehensive model for identification, training, shared resources, and effective practices which promotes collaboration and consistency between families, educators, and community partners in support of our students with ASD.

Our Philosophy Supports:

· Multi-disciplinary collaboration.

· Services that are individualized and utilize evidence-based interventions and strategies.

· Intervention driven by the student’s present level and on-going assessment.

· Use of positive behavior support and proactive approaches to address challenging behaviors.

· Inclusion of families and community partners as critical team members.

· Continuous improvement of programs and services based on current data.

· Focusing on opportunities in integrated environments.

Calendar

	Kent CAN Meeting Dates

*All meetings are held from 1:00-3:00 PM unless otherwise noted with optional  lunch available prior to Committee and EPLI meetings, snack provided during Community Partners meetings
** E-mail future agenda items to Jennifer Murchison (murchisonj@grps.k12.mi.us) 

Kent CAN Meetings for 2014-15 School Year (Please note that meeting type may vary)                        
March 25, 2015             ESC Coldwater Room – School           PBIS- Supports for students w/ ASD 

May 28, 2014                 ESC Coldwater Room – School           Evidence Based Practices &  

                                                                                                        Transition Projects

	Additional START Trainings and Conferences:

March 23, 2015              CET Training @ Wayne RESA in Wayne, MI

April 27, 2015                  START Conference @ Crowne Plaza in Lansing, MI w/ Dr. Mark Durand

                                “An Optimistic Approach to Helping Students with Challenging Behaviors.”
April 28, 2015                  START Spring RCN Meeting @ Crowne Plaza in Lansing, MI 
Additional information can be found at: http://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/  


Follow Up Items

	Activity
	Who
	Completed?

	Introduction of Members – 32 members present. 
Recent Trainings: updates
· START trainings: March 3rd will be our Evidence-Based Behavioral Principles training, 96 participants and over 30 streaming sites have already signed up. START’s Kelly Dunlap is the presenter.  Dawn Thorsen from Rockford reported on the Peer-to-Peer training in Waterford on February 10th and 11th. Three staff from Rockford attended and they will work on implementing this in their schools. Our Kent CAN grant paid for the training and will do so for other districts interested in starting Peer-to-Peer programs. Discussion was held on the best way to move the program from building to building and to different levels (elementary to middle school, middle school to high school, lunch bunch to for credit LINKS class, etc.) Caledonia shared what had worked in their district and how they have grown over time. (They are offering the LINKS classes “for credit” for the first time in the middle school). Their program is very successful. 
Grant Project Updates:

· Discovery group training – did not meet as a team this month – will be meeting over the next month to complete brain blizzards with individual district teams. Will be meeting again in March.
· Evidence Based Practices - Emily Molesta reported about the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) presentation at Rockford with over 30 staff members. Students are responding very positively to this process. Families implementing at home will be the next step. Lori Pitts was the presenter and she was congratulated on a job well done! This presentation was videotaped using our SWIVL (which follows presenters wherever they move during the presentation). We may be using this videotape for future presentations. The SWVIL device will be demonstrated next month.
START: PD Opportunities

START Conference registration is open and filling quickly. Kent CAN registered 18 participants for April 27th and will now registered people for the RCN day on April 28th. A registration sheet was passed around for those interested in attending the RCN day.
Donor Prize Reminder – make sure people remember they must use their purchases for evidence-based principles.  Winners are to contact Joan to purchase items and will give updates at future Kent CAN meetings.
	Jennifer Murchison
Kent CAN members
Rebecca McIntyre/Kent CAN members

Joan Meyer/Rebecca McIntyre

	


New Items

	Activity
	Follow-Up Needed
	Who
	Timeline

	START update. The Conference coming up April 27 and 28, and the first copy of their newsletter was emailed today to Kent CAN Committee members. The summer LINK Think-Tank will be looking at using ASD students with their peers  that could bring a different voice to the table. The Intensive Training site schedule is set for next year – check the website for dates. Applications are not yet available because we are looking at available spots at the different locations.  Space will be very limited 
ASD Eligibility Guidelines update – it is finished and in the hands of superintendents for their signatures. Hope to have this completed shortly and copies will be available - paper copies and also will be online.
Next year we will hold a conference for ASD for the first time. Looking for committee members to help plan – sheet was sent around for people to volunteer for planning committee or for those interested in presenting. (Sub coverage can be worked out if necessary.)
Kent CAN is sponsoring a Day at the Ballpark event on May 13th with the Whitecaps.  We have 261 students and 68 staff signed up for the peer-to-peer at the ballpark. Kent CAN will be paying for tickets for students with ASD and one Peer (includes a reserved seat, hot dog and drink). Districts will be responsible for staff tickets and transportation. We’re excited about this opportunity!
Presentations:  

· Transition: Implementation Science. Michael Bausano (Special Education Supervisor for Kent ISD) reported on the Mayfield program which is working with students post-secondary age (mainly MoCI) using the “Empowerment Model”. Have been focusing on creating Individual Learning Plans (ILPs) this year and are continuing to provide PD to staff involved.  Some changes have occurred, Community-Based Instruction (CBI) has been replaced with Individual Community Experience (ICE). Students have an ICE opportunities daily. This is a big undertaking and it is in its infancy. An example of the change is taking students to ArtPrize. If on the matrix you can show what they may be practicing, say bus transportation for example, that could be used going to ArtPrize. Any outing must be what they are practicing on the matrix. Experience may be the same, but you must think about what is appropriate for each student. A Jig is anything that is a non-person supporting a student’s learning (a script, set of instructions, pictures, etc.) Data is collected over time and hopefully there will be less and less prompts needed for the student to be successful. The PowerPoint is attached and very worth going through to see the entire process.
Case Studies and Brainstorming
· Itinerant/ancillary services: SSW services. More discussion was held about this topic. What does a service look like when coming from a local to a center-based program?   And what constitutes a “direct” service? There are concerns coming up within the state about interpretation of services.  Example:  an individual’s IEP includes 30 minutes of direct speech therapy weekly - Can this be accomplished in a group setting in the classroom (push in program) as opposed to an individual  pull out session? Does 30 minutes mean/imply to that particular student only?  Kelly indicated that there is concern throughout the state on this subject and a decision will probably coming when this is challenged.
“Show and Share”
Ron Houtman presented some of the newest assistive technology items. He sent us to this link: http://bit.ly/kentcan15 for further details and links to items covered.
· LEAP Conference is March 7th (Saturday) for parents. Assistive technology information, with a wide range of topics. A wonderful opportunity for parents, here at Kent ISD and above website has a link for registration. Keynote speaker is a woman with CHARGE syndrome, Jennifer Siewicki, who is thriving at age 29. 
· Look At Me Project from Samsung

is an app to improve an individual’s ability to make eye contact. It uses a cell phone to see the person and it is supposed to train people to look at who they are speaking to.

· Talkitt is an app that with training helps translate unintelligible speech to intelligible speech.  Possible option for those with motor speech disorders.
· Tinker Ball is an app that shows “what happens when I do this?” and “what if I did it this way?”

· Snap Circuits is a safe and easy electronics kits.

· OSMO was demonstrated – it is an interactive iPad device which includes three cool interactive games: Tangrams, Words, and Let’s Play. A wonderful opportunity for students to practice many skills at the same time.  Developer will be expanding future add-ons.
· Microsoft is coming out with a clear lens on the front of the cell phone “halo lens”.

· Many other assistive technology apps are coming and some could be very helpful for students with ASD.  Many companies (i.e. Lego, Crayola, etc.) have developed interactive technology that can also assist teaching individuals with and without disabilities.

Door Prizes: 
$100 Stephene Diepstra (E Grand Rapids) 
$50 Dawn Thorson (Rockford)

$50 Aimee Stevens (Kelloggsville)

Committee members receiving the gift certificates are required to find something that fits the model of evidence-based practices and contact Joan Meyer (joanmeyer@kentisd.org) for order and payment.

Congratulations everyone!
	
	Kelly Dunlap
Rebecca McIntyre 

Michael Bausano
Kent CAN Members
Ron Houtman
Joan Meyer


	


