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KISA Equity Statement

It was with shock and sadness that we witnessed the reporting on the tragic killing of Mr. George Floyd.
It was yet another reminder that systemic racism has drastic consequences on persons of color — in
particular, African Americans. Our country cannot withstand another life lost due to conditions that are
within our control. The need for change does not rest on the marginalized, but rather it is the
responsibility of those with privilege and power to create conditions where all can thrive. It begins with
those in leadership recognizing their role in dismantling systems of oppression.

As leaders, we accept our individual and collective roles in creating change. We commit to using our
positions — including the authority, access, and privilege that come with them — to demonstrate an
unwavering commitment to the values of diversity, equity, belonging, and inclusion.

We condemn racism and discrimination in any form. We will tirelessly work to interrupt and end harmful
or inequitable practices and policies, eliminate implicit and explicit biases, and create truly inclusive,
culturally responsive, antiracist school environments for adults and children. We refuse to stand by and
watch.

Students, families, and staff are wrestling with how to begin the healing process. Topics related to race,
protest, civil unrest, and inclusion are often uncomfortable. Despite the discomfort, all of us must be
willing to engage in honest dialogue regarding the inequities that persist in our society. Only then will we
reverse the historic systems of injustice that have plagued this nation for far too long.

The following resources will serve parents and educators as we support children in our community:

Parent resources
e Talking to Children after Racial Incidents - the Penn GSE Newsroom
o Tips for Parents on Media Coverage - the National Child Traumatic Stress Network
e Helping Children Cope: Talking Tips for Talking About Tragedy - Mayo Clinic
e Talking to Children about Tragedies and Other News Events - American Academy of Pediatrics

General Resources
e Supporting Kids Of Color In Wake Of Racialized Violence - EmbraceRace
Talking to kids about discrimination - American Psychological Association
What White Children Need to Know About Race - National Association of Independent Schools
NPR What to Say to Kids When the News is Scary - National Public Radio
Something Happened in Our Town - Niagara Falls Underground Railroad Heritage Center
Animated Story
Helping Youth After Community Trauma - National Child Traumatic Stress Network
e Teaching About Race, Racism, and Police Violence - Teaching Tolerance
e Understanding Race and Privilege - National Association of School Psychologists

Sincerely,
The Kent Intermediate Superintendents’ Association
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mailto:roncaniff@kentisd.org
mailto:kpolston@godfrey-lee.org
http://www.gse.upenn.edu/news/talking-children-after-racial-incidents
http://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/assets/pdfs/tips_for_parents_media_final.pdf
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/childrens-health/in-depth/helping-children-cope/art-20047029
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/family-life/Media/Pages/Talking-To-Children-About-Tragedies-and-Other-News-Events.aspx
https://soundcloud.com/user-551505264/supporting-kids-of-color-in-wake-of-racialized-violence
https://www.apa.org/helpcenter/kids-discrimination.aspx
https://www.nais.org/magazine/independent-school/summer-2014/what-white-children-need-to-know-about-race/
https://www.npr.org/2019/04/24/716704917/when-the-news-is-scary-what-to-say-to-kids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcOhOFGcWm8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/resources/tip-sheet/helping_youth_after_community_trauma_for_educators_final_explosions.pdf
https://www.tolerance.org/moment/racism-and-police-violence
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/diversity/social-justice/understanding-race-and-privilege
https://www.nasponline.org/
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About Kent Intermediate Superintendents® Association:

The Kent Intermediate Superintendents’ Association (KISA) is a committee of superintendents
from Kent Intermediate School District’s (Kent ISD) 20 constituent public school districts, as

well as the superintendents from the Grand Rapids Christian and Catholic School systems. All
together, the group represents over 100,000 students and collaborates on common topics to

achieve the following vision: Working together to increase student achievement for each child in
Kent ISD.
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